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Abstract 
This study attempt to examine the Railway as a major factor in the development 
of Kafanchan town. The institution was brought into existence by the colonial 
government. It was one of the first transport infrastructure put in place by the 
colonial government, to facilitate administration and exploitation of both 
agric-influence and mineral resources. From onset, the colonial authorities 
had realized that the traditional means of transport could not sustain and 
promote an expanding market economy. Lugard anticipated the opinion of 
administration when he said that, “the material development of Africa may be 
summed up in one word, transport. Modern transport was needed to stimulate 
and handle rapidly increasing export and import volumes, and also to facilitate 
administrative control of the colony by easing the movement of colonial troops 
from place to place. One major effect of the railway is that it considerably 
rewrote to place. One major effect of the railway is that it considerably rewrote 
the economy geography of Nigeria. It also drastically drew traffic from the 
waterways to itself. 

 
The focus of this paper is to examine the role of the railway as a major factor in 

the growth and development of Kafanchan town. The railway institution was one of the 
first infrastructures put into place by the colonial government to facilitate in the 
exploitation of agriculture and mineral resources. If the colonial government was said to 
have brought any economic revolution in Kafanchan and by extension Nigeria it was 
through the construction of railways. 

 
Construction work commenced in 1989 at Iddo, it got to Ibadan by 1901 and 

then Jebba on the Niger in 1909. A permanent bridge across t hat river was constructed 
opened to traffic in 1914. Before then, the line had adavanced to Kano in 1911, an d the 
Lagos-Kano route was opened to traffic on January, Njoku (2001). 
 

The first line started in 1901 at Zubgeru, then the provincial headquarters, to 
Kaduna. At Kaduna, railway passengers and cargo could then travel on the Kaduna river 
and then via the Niger to the coast. By 1907, a financial advance made possible the 
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construction of a line from Baro on the Niger to Kano via Zungeru and Zaria. 1914, the 
Bauchi Light Railway to Bukuru was constructed to serve the tin mines, Njoku (2001). 

 
It is true that the Socio-Economic Development of any nation is intrinsically 

influenced by its transport system. In Nigeria, the transport sector especially the railway 
is the nerve center of a nation’s activities. According to Olasiji (2003), the purpose of 
railway construction in Nigeria was partially for the colonial administration to maintain 
a link between the central seats of government in Lagos and other parts of Nigeria. In 
addition, colonial railways were meant to facilitate the exploitation of agriculture and 
mineral resources for export to Europe. Hence railways were established to serve the 
objectives and interest of the colonial state. 

 
The coming of the British and the imposition of colonial rule at the turn of the 

twentieth century marked the beginning of a new political order along new direction. 
The railway played a dominant role not only in bringing about structural changes in the 
economy but also in the movement of people away from traditional urban centers to new 
ones emerging along the railways. As the railways began to take shape, new 
administration and commercial centers were being developed as strategic points on the 
lines. The railway produced results which though not contemplated by the colonial 
authorities were not unrelated to the development of the colonial economy. One of these 
was the emergence of development of modern urban centres on the railways which 
Kafanchan is not an exception. R.I Woklfe asserts that “transportation plays its role in 
the creation, growth, consolidation and decline of nations, Olasiji (2003). 

 
Udo (1970) observed that Kafanchan district headquarters was the largest 

railway junction in the country. It was the only station operating colour light signal and 
it served as an important nerve center for traffic operation from the Western, Northern 
and Eastern district. The emergence of Kafanchan as a big urban center on the railway 
marked a radical departure from a traditional village settlement. The coming of the 
railway in Kafanchan increased the immigration of different groups to the town. Most of 
these groups migrated and settled in the town, which grew as a result of the railway, 
thereby, intensified the integration of both the North and South together.  
 
Geographical Location of Kafanchan 
Kafanchan Fantswan is a town in Jam’a local government area in Kaduna state of 
Nigeria. The name Fantswan was the name of the people who constitute the indigenous 
ethic group of Kafanchan as well as the name of the town through which Kafanchan 
derived its original name. 
 

The town is located in the southern part of Kaduna and its geographical position 
in the map of Nigerian is on latitude 90 North of the equator and longitude 80 East of the 
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Green which Meridian, Kantiok (1975). Kafanchan also is a town in Jama’a emirate. 
Following the rorganization of Northern provinces in the 1930’s, the emirate was 
divided into the following chiefdoms, Jaba, Moro’a, Kagoro,. At this same period, the 
emirate recorded a total population of about 339,564 people covering an area of about 
1.594sq miles. Kafanchan town became and is still the headqueaters of the emirate, 
Kantiok (1975). 
 

Kafanchan town is on plain area with very few isolated highlands which are 
located in almost all the four points of the town. Generally, the eastern section of the 
town seems to be much higher in the gradient as compared to the western section. The 
first drops of rain are normally experienced between the months of March and April. 
The town experienced mostly the relief rainfall due to a chain of highlands to East, such 
as the Kagoro hills and the Jos Plateau. The North East trade winds which blows to a 
South Western direction is experienced between December – January. This is a period of 
low mean temperature i.e. the period in which the cold dry winds are experienced, that is 
the harmattan session. This season is not only felt in Kafanchan but the entire Northern 
and parts of Southern Nigeria.  
 

The name Kafanchan was first used by the early Europeans who arrived 
Fatswan for the survey and subsequent construction of a rail line that would link the 
North and Kafanchan in particular with the rest of the country; possibly for effective 
administrative of its minerals and agricultural resources Kantiok (1975) According to 
oral tradition of the Fantswan people, the European met with an Hausa man and when 
asked by the European about the forest referring to the Fantswan settlement, he 
answered by saying in Hausa dialect that “kafa-a-chan da wuya shiga”, which means 
going there (forest) will be very difficult to come out. And the white-man who could not 
understand the Hausa, thought Kafanchan could be the name of the forest and henceforth 
the area was known and still called Kafanchan, Jaju (1988). 
 

Another version of the Fantswan tradition was that there was an argument 
between the Fantswan  and his Karinko neighbor on where should be used for the 
construct of the railway line by the white man and that was when the Hausa man in their 
midst suggested that they should construct it somewhere else which means in Hausa 
Kafashi a Chan. It was believed that was the origin of the name Kafanchan which 
replace the former name of the area, but the Fantswan still preferred to call it Fantswan 
not Kafanchan Jaju (1988). On the whole, the name Kafanchan was not used as a name 
until when the construction of the rail line through Fantswan began in 1926. 
 
Historical Antecedent of Kafanchan Town 

According to the oral tradition of the Fantswan people the first Fantswan people 
to arrive the present day Kafanchan town did so in 1700 AD, under the leadership of one 
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Fantswan which became a name that identified the local people as well as the town, 
Boonet (2005). 
 

The second version of the origin of the word Fantswan was a polluted name of 
Tswon-tswon which mean “wild banana”. This is so because the settlement of Fantswan 
people is close to it, hence their neighbors began to call them after the wild plants. While 
they call themselves Fantswan the Kagoro and Kataf people call them “O Fantswan” 
and the Kaje (Baju) People called them B Koat-Swan” these are all the ethnic group that 
speaks distinct but related dialects. The first settlement of the Fantswan people was in 
the eastern portion of Kafanchan town, that is, in the interior of the present day long 
range forest where the banana farmland, palm trees and other economic tress reside. 
Boonet (2005). 
 

During this same period (1700 AD) tradition has it that the Fantswan got new 
neighbors to east that is the Kagoro people who are still living along the hills (Kagoro 
hills) and the Kaje (Baju) people to the West, who gradually moved closer from the Kaje 
hills, who now constitutes the settlements of Aduwan, Katsit, Ungwar Ya’anshi to 
mention but a few. It was from the forest that the Fantswan moved out to clear the 
jungles so as to create farmlands, and with this gradual deforestation of the jungles, the 
environment was becoming more and more open and suitable for cultivation settlement, 
Cargil (1925). 
 

A jungle with a large population of animals, and suitable for cultivation, 
attracted the Fantswan who eventually moved down and settled there permanently. 
Some present-day elders are of the view that before the Fantswan arrived, there was 
some group of people there who spoke the same dialect with them. According to 
Fantswan tradition, some of the people migrated from Zali to Kafanchan, while others 
remained at Mashan and stayed there permanently. Evidence of this could be seen in 
those living at Mashan who still claim and there are also being regarded by their 
neigbours as Fantswan people. The claimed to have left by their Fantswan brothers 
however, today the Mashan people cannot speak the Fantswani dialect fluently. This 
could probably be as a result of their language assimilated into the dialects of their 
neighbors who gradually mixed up with them, Katiok (1975). 
 

It is imperative to note that the names of “Fantswan” to this indigenous ethnic 
groups was not an authentic name given and known by forefathers. They believed that 
the original name by which “Fantswan” were called to have originated from a myth that 
monkeys destroyed their farm produce which was banana like called “tswon-tswon”. 
These indigenous people were believed to have existed with this name for hundreds of 
years even before their contacts with the Europeans. Hence by the time the colonialist 
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arrived, they could not pronounced the word “tswon-twon” well rather they pronounced 
it as Fantswan, Jaju (1988). 
 
The Role of the Railway in the Development of Kafanchan town between 1920-1950 

Railway construction in Nigeria began with the construction of the first section 
of the Lagos Government railway at Iddo in 1896. The railway line reached Ibadan in 
1901, Oshogbo in 1907 Jebba in 1909, Ekundaren (1973). In northern Nigeria the first 
line started in 1901 at Zunguru, Zaria ad Kano were amalgamated in 1912. 
 

Olukaju (2003) observed that the development of railway in Nigeria was 
strongly informed by the Nigeria’s economically viable hinterland. It was not introduced 
for the Africans to use travel for their purpose but for conveying bulky materials to the 
ports in Lagos and Port Harcourt, Onimade, (1983). Surprisingly the railway performed 
a magic task of not only “the rapid expansion of import/export trade but serve as a 
strong vehicle of pulling people together from different ethnic and cultural background, 
Onimade (1983). 
 

The coming of the railway in Kafanchan in 1926 served as a catalyst of 
development in the area contrary to the idea behind the introduction of railway system in 
Nigeria which was for maximum exploitation of resources. The emergence of 
Kafanchan as an urban centre along the railway marked a radical departure from the 
traditional Tswon-tswon village community. This movement had profound effect on 
interethnic contact and the identification of the various groups at the new town with one 
another’s problems. For many, the response to the new pool from the railway town 
marked their venture from their places of birth. Hundreds of immigrants from southern 
Nigeria and neighboring places move to Kafanchan in search of employment 
opportunities in the railway, Ojasiji (2003). Railway system also culminated into intense 
commercial activities and the steady rise in the population in the urban centre’s that 
subsequently became railway terminus or towns, Olasiji (2003). 
 

In Kafanchan, the .increase in colonial activities facilitated by the railway 
hastened the process of integration, especially the introduction of wage labour. It 
attracted many people who migrated and settled permanently. Wage labour featured 
prominently in Kafanchan town as rail line construction was going on. The mobilization 
and the recruitment of labour force cut across the different ethic group in northern and 
southern parts of Nigeria, Akper (2005). 
 

The impact of the railway on the political economy of Nigeria was considerable, 
indeed revolutionary in some places. The line madnetized the European firms from the 
coast to the hinterland, and this resulted in the emergence of chains of firms, trading 
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depots on the lines. In the Ilorin; in the North at Kano, Kafanchan and Jos; in the East at 
Port Harcourt, Aba, Umuahia, Enugu, Njoku (2001). 
 

Post office and telegraph system came into existence because of the activities of 
the railway station. This shows that postal services were discharged punctually. The 
telephone lines used by the post office and town were direct from the railways since 
more than one third of the workers in Kafanchan then were railway staff. The station had 
a transceiver and a radio system which was used to relay information to different places. 
All these contributed to relay information to different places. All these contributed to the 
process of advancement and modernization of Kafanchan town, Oyerinde (1974). 
 

Healthcare services came into being with the construction of the railway. The 
Kafanchan General Hospital was established to cater for the health need of the people 
who migrated to Kafanchan as railway workers and businessmen. With the construction 
of the railway in Kafanchan, many feeder roads were constructed to link the station with 
the villages around to help in the conveyance of the goods and services. The extension 
of the railway to Kafanchan supplemented by road transport, replaced donkeys as means 
of transportation for long distance journeys. 
 

The opening of the Easter railway from Port-Harcourt to Kaduna in 1927 
marked a turning point in the movement of population from southern Nigeria to Kaduna. 
The railway as it were, provided an outlet for heavily populated Igbo land as the Igbo 
began to pour in their hundred into the Northern Nigeria, Kaura (1991). The Igbo were 
rich in palm oil, brought their goods and bought other product such as yams and rice 
which they do not produce. These attracted traders from Igbo land and, other parts of 
Nigeria; Hence it became the real point; were other new market centre emerged. 
 

The coming of the railway to Kafanchan attracted a lot of people who came as 
laborers and traders. They came with different initiative and vision. There were cases of 
inter/intra ethnic marriages, these further enhance the cordial relationship that existed 
within the people of Kafanchan. The railway brought many people from different socio-
cultural backgrounds, thereby creating a spirit of togetherness. This in turn produced 
organizations and movements whose identity and aspiration was Pan-Nigeria and Pan-
Africa Olasiji (2003). 
 

One marked effect of the railway is that it considerably rewrote the economic 
geography of Nigeria. It drastically drew away traffic from the water ways to itself. The 
trading ports which had enjoyed much prominence in the external trade of Nigeria 
experienced serious and in some instance, climatic decline. Arochukwu, whose 
commercial fortune was linked to Calabar, declined into commercial obscurity. Njoku 
(2001). 
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The railway had the credit of what Mergery Penham described as the greatest 
hopes and justification of colonial rules. That is the full and free movement over wide 
areas not only for commerce but also for ideas. 
 

Conclusion 
The study has attempted to underscore the impact of colonial railways on the 

growth of Kafanchan and its implication for national; integration. It is true that in pre-
colonial times inter-group and international and commerce followed popular trade 
routes, and had engendered the growth of traditional urban centers. The development of 
railway system by the British colonial authorities to serve imperial interest was bound to 
change both the direction and structure of the economy. The unification of the railway in 
Nigeria gave rise to a network that facilitates the movement of people from one region 
of the country to another. There is no doubt that the railway has played a crucial role in 
the transformation of Kafanchan town. While to the colonial authorities, the value of 
import and export of commodities it conveyed to the indigenous Kafanchan and Nigeria 
populace, its most telling effect was in the area of the development of modern towns and 
centers as well as in the area of fostering national awareness and integration.  
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